i8o               THE BULL RAMPANT
ico the city's oath of fealty to the Holy See. This was
pledged by four representative members of the Coun-
cil of Thirty; and by that act the conquest and
subjection of the town became a fully accomplished
fact.
The lesser strongholds of the territory threw up
their gates one by one before the advancing enemy,
until only Forli remained to be taken. Cesare pushed
forward to reduce it.
On his way he passed through Faenza^ whose tyrant,
Manfredi, deeming himself secure in the protection
of Venice and in view of the circumstance that the
Republic had sent to Rome the arrears of tribute due
from his fief, and anxious to conciliate the Pope, re-
ceived and entertained Cesare very cordially.
At Forli the case oflmola was practically repeated.
Notwithstanding that the inhabitants were under the
immediate eye of the formidable Countess, and al-
though she sent her brother, Alessandro Sforza, to
exhort the people and the Council to stand by her, the
latter, weary as the rest of the oppressive tyranny of
her family, dispatched their representatives to Cesare
to offer him the town.
The Countess's valour was of the sort that waxes as
the straits become more desperate. Since the town
abandoned and betrayed her, she would depend upon
her citadel, and by a stubborn resistance make Cesare
pay as dearly as possible for possession of the place.
To the danger which she seems almost eager to incur
for her own part, this strong-minded, comely matron
will not subject the son she has kept beside her until
now; and so she packs Ottaviano off to Florence and
safety. That done, she gives her mutinous subjects a